Yasmin Porat, a survivor 
of the bloodshed at 
Kibbutz Be’eri, near the 
boundary with Gaza, says 
many Israeli civilians were 
killed by Israeli forces. 


A recording of her interview, from the radio program Haboker Hazeh ("This 
Morning") hosted by Aryeh Golan on state broadcaster Kan, has been circulating 


on social media. 


Yasmin Porat: For an hour they were banging — about 10 terrorists on the 
reinforced safe room. There were screams in Arabic and it was a very tense hour. 
And we felt great fear that’s indescribable. After an hour they managed to break in 
and they removed the four of us to a nearby house where there were already eight 
other additional hostages. We joined those eight and we were about 12 hostages 


with 40 terrorists that were guarding us. I'm keeping the story short. 


Aryeh Golan: Did they abuse you? 


| Yasmin Porat: They did not abuse us. They treated us very humanely, meaning ... 


Aryeh Golan: Humanely? Really? 


Yasmin Porat: Yes, by that I mean they guard us. They give us something to drink 
here and there. When they see we are nervous, they calm us down. It was very 
frightening but no one treated us violently. Luckily nothing happened to me like 


what I heard in the media. 


Aryeh Golan: Horrible, horrific things occurred. 


| Yasmin Porat: True. But after two hours briefly at first there was no [Israeli] 


security force with us. We were the ones who called the police together with the 


abductors because the abductors wanted the police to arrive. Because their 


objective was to kidnap us to Gaza. 


[SKIP OR CUT IN AUDIO] 


Yasmin Porat: Meanwhile one of the terrorists decides to surrender, the terrorist I 
| made a connection with. Over the course of those two hours I connected with some 
of the abductors, those that guarded the hostages. 


Aryeh Golan: Yes 


Yasmin Porat: And he decides to use me as a human shield. He decides to 


surrender. I am not aware of it in those moments it’s in retrospect. He starts to 


disrobe, he takes he calls to me and he starts to leave the house with me, under 
fire. At that time I yelled to the YAMAM [Israeli commandos] when we were 


already when they can hear me, to stop firing. 


Aryeh Golan: Yes 


Yasmin Porat: And then they hear me and stop firing. I see on the lawn, in the 

garden of the people from the kibbutz. There are five or six hostages lying on the 

ground outside, just like sheep to the slaughter, between the shooting of our 
[fighters] and the terrorists. 


Aryeh Golan: The terrorists shot them? 


Yasmin Porat: No, they were killed by the crossfire. Understand there was very, 


very heavy crossfire. 


Aryeh Golan: So our forces may have shot them? 


_ Yasmin Porat: Undoubtedly. 


Aryeh Golan: When they tried to eliminate the abductors, Hamas? 


Yasmin Porat: They eliminated everyone, including the hostages. Because there 


was very, very heavy crossfire. I was freed at approximately 5:30. The fighting 


apparently ended at 8:30. After insane crossfire, two tank shells were shot into the 


house. Its a small kibbutz house, nothing big. You saw it on the news. 


Aryeh Golan: Yes 


| Yasmin Porat: Not a large place. And at that moment everyone was killed. There 


was quiet, except for one person limping, Hadas [Dagan], in the garden. 


Aryeh Golan: How were they all killed? 


Yasmin Porat: From the crossfire. 


Aryeh Golan: Crossfire, so it could also be from our forces? 


Yasmin Porat: Undoubtedly. 


Aryeh Golan: Really? 


Yasmin Porat: Thats what I believe. 


Aryeh Golan: Oy it sounds so bad. 


Yasmin Porat: Yes. And everyone died. 


Aryeh Golan: And you, thanks to that terrorist who decided to give himself up ... 


Yasmin Porat: Exactly. 


Aryeh Golan: And you survived and all the rest were killed there. 


Yasmin Porat: Except for one other woman who survived, they found her later 
[trails off]. The person who dealt with the event checked her or something. They 
found her when she lifted her head, amongst all the bodies. And then, simply ... 


Aryeh Golan: And your partner, who was with you? 


| Yasmin Porat: Killed. 


Aryeh Golan: He was killed too? 


Yasmin Porat: Yes. Everyone was killed there. Just horrible. 


Aryeh Golan: Have you returned to Kabri? 


| Yasmin Porat: I returned to Kabri and then the chaos started there. 


Aryeh Golan: In the north? 


Yasmin Porat: Yes. So now I’m a guest. I’m being hosted in a lovely way in 
_ Kibbutz Ein Harod. And I’m here for now. 


Aryeh Golan: Youre in the [Jezreel] Valley now. Alright, Yasmin, you’ve 


undergone a horrific experience. 


Yasmin Porat: True. 


Aryeh Golan: You lost your partner, you saw people killed alongside you. 


| Yasmin Porat: And I... 


Aryeh Golan: [INTERRUPTS] What happened to that terrorist who gave himself 
up? 


| Yasmin Porat: He is still arrested, and he was just called in for interrogation to help 
... You know, he will be interrogated about the accused. And sadly dozens more of 


my friends were killed because ... 


Aryeh Golan: [INTERRUPTS] Dozens of friends? 


Yasmin Porat: Yes because its a community, the trance scene, we go to the same 


parties. It means that besides my partner, I knew dozens and hundreds 


